Orioles’ Mike Mussina remembers when pitching was done on the field

Mike Musting seems ransporied o an carfeer, happier era
wiwn he reminisces aboul Uwe lagt ime he sei Toot in L
dom, Ot |1 wis bock when be was a proiising young tal
el on his vway 1O the Mool leagoes, every day spead om the
st i Bhet nexl ball gume

"W spent 11 bours om the bus pelting bere, from Hager
sown [Bussies played AA ball for the Baltimwwe Orioles
tarm <lub at the time]. | remember sioppag at & MoDon-
ald™n low some Twinkies snd sodn, Afer our panse il s
cangh o fue, and siier that was settbad theve was o fght 6
the back of the bus belween some of the puys o the bem,

U owis am inleresting three days,” the lanky right-kan
der says with a soule, ™1 spemt six weeks in Dosble A and
It v Wb | dhom's msies ia Uhe bus Wips.”

Bt five years later, one look at the 26-year-old wells
youl he'd rather be barrelling down the (el rstate with o
group of sad-sack minor-feaguers than standing in a posh
conlerence ream where Bghting and aicrphasnes hem him
in — & far cry from the ishand-like isolagion of the piching
maan

His bricl major kague carces thrust him into the spotlight,
but now the mound has been replaced by & podiom, and &
turtlemeck swealer replaces the Munilis Onole logo. la the
mixksi of the league’s labor war, he's 3 pecmanently relieved
starter, hus akill replaced by his wondiness, and optimiam
bowurd his growing carcor rebegsied w sombee resignation.

“For a loag time 1 iried v be oplimistic,” be saye. 'l
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todd myseil wid be back by spomg raiming, but mew il
dowsn’l look like that's going o happen. “Now I'm pes
snahc, | thowghd 1'd iy thet out. Maybe revense paychal-
gy will work,” e sanl

Hagt the Stwndond pracd will be the firsy s admin tha psy
clelogy isn'l lis alr(uig wuil, mor s he particulardy drasn o
his befepncrallc dutbes a5 o players’ represeniative,
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""ve never really been interested i politics,” le
admits. *It's a busy jobs, these's a ot of meenogs and & lo
of peaple mvolved. We're nod getting paid and we"se prob:
aldly working hasder than we did when we played.”

It isn't hard 4o see where his mterests lie. Mussing 13
just e second Chmle piicher (0 make the All-Star team in
each of his first two full seasons io the majors and has the
secinad hiphes! winiing pémsoalage anong active plxlien
behind Toroatn®s Juan Guzmsn.

Tirieet ap hag schooling in econoimics, Monsma®s markei-

valoe isn'l bost on him. “"We're the reason people come el
b0 soe games, we'rd the catertnisers,’” b says with anims
thor, a5 §f the treth of the oft-cited wonds just sk lim
“The Mati aren’t paying te see Bud [Selig, owner of e
Mlalwaukece Hrewers| oo Creonpe |Sieiabresner, omner of
the Mew York Yankees|. They can'i eslensin v We'ne
Lhe oies oul there celemaisng on the ek,

Mussing puot his enlcnmament career on bold believieg
1hi growih [url-ﬂuiul o 1o keapise, and |1I.u:|.'|.'| < TS N
timtions, is ouost Impornant. "Bvery year ihe indastry i
increasing. We've lad prest World Senes the last i.'nupl:
of years, and expansion w Colorade and Florida, It il
something like a %1.9 billioa industry sad it"s going ep af a
very sieep angle, How bad can the indostry be? If i wone
bad fu iveme wnsuld vezng in™

Wilh the pioeil curve b & pearabelic bend, il s chess
Mussing and oompany dre looking for their cat of the dis-
o, The puwdgeon of contig] pltchees — Sweriging jusi
e walk per 18 haliers facuds B el Slrveng fuf coa-
irol ooff & different s

Bt Mussina may be ol ol his beagee.

Whiat began as a dispule his become 8 war of wonls
and paper, and both wdes have ladd shege o the sport. I
almost epough o make & certain Pennsylvana nalive wish
he*d sccepbed & fooiball schalarship o Penn Stde insicsl
of jumping on a misor-lesgue bus st stopped i places
like Laondon, Oinl,




